




©2009 http://www.blogtrepreneur.com 27 

Secret #5: Choose a Niche You’re 
Passionate About 
 
  

 Before you start a blog, you have 

to pick a niche. In other words, you have 

to decide on an area in which you are 

going to become an expert. Perhaps you 

already are an expert in a certain field?  

 Regardless of what niche you 

choose to do business in, you must be 

certain that you are passionate about the 

niche. If you love doing something, then 

by all means find a way to make a blog 

about it. For example, if you love putting together model cars, why not create a 

blog devoted to model cars?  

 

Why Is Passion so Important? 

 When starting out on your venture to make money blogging, it will more 

than likely take you a lot of time and effort before you start seeing results. 

Therefore, it is important to choose a niche youʼre passionate about; otherwise, it 

is very easy to lose interest and give up.  
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 For example, if you start a blog about collecting stamps and you hate 

them, it sure wouldnʼt take long before you decided to stop writing—especially if 

you write for two months and donʼt see any profit. On the other hand, if you are 

writing about improving your golf swing and you love to golf, it would be much 

easier to stick with it. 

 

Some Quick Tips to Finding a Niche 

 When it comes to finding the perfect niche for yourself, it really comes 

down to the type of person you are. Not everyone can succeed in the same 

niche. It is really important to get to know yourself and what you are good at. To 

help find a niche, take some time to answer the questions below.  

 

• Who am I? 

• What do I enjoy doing? 

• What am I passionate about? 

• What am I skilled at? 

• What comes naturally to me? 

• What do people say I am good at? 

 

Now that you answered some questions about yourself, you should have a good 

understanding of what you are passionate about. Now take the time to research 

the niche you chose and see what you can find. Are there any popular blogs 

http://www.blogtrepreneur.com
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related to the niche? If not, perfect! If so, you now have a good example to follow 

when creating your own blog. Now itʼs just a matter of getting started. For more 

useful information about niches, check out our post Bringing in Traffic With Micro 

Niches. 

 
 
 

http://www.blogtrepreneur.com
http://www.blogtrepreneur.com/2009/02/27/bringing-in-blog-traffic-with-micro-niches/
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Start A Blog Cheat Sheet 
 

 Since getting started is the hardest obstacle to overcome, we have taken 

the time to break down the different steps involved in creating a successful blog. 

So follow them closely and you will be on your way to making money blogging! 

1. Pick Your Niche! 
 

Like mentioned in the secrets above, picking a niche is the most important step in 

setting up a blog. The more specific of a niche you pick, the more likely you are 

to succeed at it.  

 We suggest creating a list of the things you enjoy doing. Perhaps you love 

photography or model cars, just pick something you enjoy. Then take a look at 

the list and pick which niche you would enjoy blogging about the most. Once you 

have a niche picked, you can start doing research to see if there are any other 

blogs in that specific niche.  

http://www.blogtrepreneur.com
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2. Find A Host and Get A Domain Name 
 

Itʼs true that there are many free blogging services available such as 

Blogger.com. They work great for running simple blogs, but we highly discourage 

them. If you are really committed to becoming a successful blogger, then you 

should spend the small amount of money it takes to buy your own hosting plan 

and domain name. 

Why Host Your Own Blog? 

 Not only does having your own domain and hosting help your search 

engine optimization, but it also gives you a lot more options when working with 

your blog. It offers a lot more customization than the freely hosted blog platforms. 

It also gives you more options when deciding on a blog platform to use. (We 

recommend Wordpress because it's free and easy to use) 

 

What Host Should You Use? 

 There are tons of options to choose from when picking a web host. Most 

companies offer similar packages therefore it is really a personal preference. We 

suggest using 1&1 because they have great rates on hosting and as well as 

domain name registrations. (Click Here To Visit 1&1) 

 

 

http://www.blogtrepreneur.com
http://www.blogger.com
http://order.1and1.com/xml/order/Instant?ac=OM.US.US469K02463T2103a
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What Domain Should You Buy? 

 Choosing your domain name is a very important step. The domain name 

of your blog not only tells people where to find it, but it can also affect your 

search engine rankings. Try and find a domain name with your keywords in it. If 

your blog is about model cars, you might find a domain name such as: 

 

• modelcarblog.com 

• modelacars.com 

 

http://www.blogtrepreneur.com
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3. Install Your Blog And Start Writing 
 

 There are a few blog platforms to choose from, but we highly suggest 

using Wordpress. Wordpress is an open-source platform that has a lot of support 

behind it. There are a lot of useful websites that have details on how to do things 

with your Wordpress blog. Best of all, Wordpress allows you to add plugins and 

themes, which makes customizing it very easy. So head over to Wordpress.org 

and download a copy of for free. 

 

How Do You Install It? 

 Instead of breaking down the exact installation procedure, we are going to 

point you to the Famous 5 Minute Install guide. It will tell you everything you need 

to do to get your Wordpress blog up and running in about 5 minutes. 

 

Time To Write Content 

 Finally, itʼs time to start writing! The most important part of all when 

blogging is content. The old saying that content is kind is still true today. You 

need to provide useful content that brings visitors to your blog. Without content, 

you provide no value to your readers. So take your time and start generating 

ideas for future blog posts. We recommend writing down any ideas you have for 

blog posts so you do not run into writers block later on down the road. 

http://www.blogtrepreneur.com
http://www.wordpress.org
http://codex.wordpress.org/Installing_WordPress#Famous_5-Minute_Install
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4. Marketing 
 

Now that your blog is up and running, it's time to do the crucial step of marketing 

it. This step is a never-ending process that you will continue to focus on for the 

entire life of your blog. Here are a few tips on how to promote your blog: 

 

Submit It To Blog Directories 

 There are many blog directories on the Internet that you can submit to for 

free. It not only helps your search engine rankings but can also get you more 

traffic. A few to check out are BlogCatalog and Technorati. You can also check 

out our post, 10 Blog Directories You Should Be Listed In. 

 

Promote It With Social Networks 

 Another great way to promote your blog is with social media. Websites like 

Digg, Sphinn, and StumbleUpon can send you heaps of traffic overnight if done 

correctly. Hitting the front page of Digg can send you 50,000 visitors in a short 

time span!  

 So get active in the social networks like Twitter (follow us) and Facebook 

and start making friends. That way you can build an army of people that can help 

you promote your posts. The more useful and informative posts you write, the 

more likely you are to see organic traffic from the social networks. 

http://www.blogtrepreneur.com
http://www.wordpress.org
http://codex.wordpress.org/Installing_WordPress#Famous_5-Minute_Install
http://www.blogcatalog.com
http://www.technorati.com
http://www.blogtrepreneur.com/2009/01/15/10-blog-directories-you-should-be-listed-in/
http://www.digg.com
http://www.sphinn.com
http://www.stumbleupon.com
http://www.twitter.com
http://www.facebook.com
http://www.twitter.com/Blogtrepreneur
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Leave Comments 

 Another great way to promote your blog is by visiting other blogs related to 

yours and leaving comments. Every comment you leave creates a link back to 

your blog. Itʼs also a great way to interact with other bloggers and build great 

relationships. 

 

Donʼt Forget Traditional Marketing 

 Traditional marketing may take a backseat to Internet marketing, but that 

doesnʼt mean you should ignore it.  One of the best things you can do is create 

some business cards that promote your blog. That way you can hand them out at 

events, leave that at coffee shops, and use them whenever you meet someone. 

Head over to OverNight Prints to get some awesome business card for less than 

50 dollars! 

http://www.blogtrepreneur.com
http://www.anrdoezrs.net/click-2641442-10535322
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5. Make Money! 
 

 You've probably been waiting for this section because it is the main focus 

of this book. Making money is the main reason most people start a blog in the 

first pace. So how do you make money from your blog? Here are a few tips to get 

you started. 

 

Sell Ads 

 The most common way of monetizing a blog is by selling ad space. Many 

popular bloggers place banner ads and text ads in different spots of their blog. 

They are very common in the sidebar because it keeps them out of the content 

but still highly visible.  

 When it comes to filling ad spaces, there are two different options. Direct 

advertising is the best way to make money because you are selling ads directly 

to customers. There is no middleman taking a cut of your earnings. However, 

selling direct ads is the most difficult approach to finding advertisers. The other 

option is to use an ad network. By using an ad network, you can count on finding 

a lot more potential advertisers. The drawback is that most ad networks take a 

cut of your revenue. Two of the most popular ad networks are AdBrite and 

Google Adsense. Both of them are free to join so we recommend checking them 

out. 

 

http://www.blogtrepreneur.com
http://www.adbrite.com/mb/landing_both.php?spid=12992&afb
http://www.google.com/adsense
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Promote Affiliate Products 

 Besides selling advertisements, you can also use your blog to sell 

products. The best part about this approach is that you do not have to create 

your own products. Websites like Commission Junction, Motive Interactive, Never 

Blue, and Market Leverage make it really simply to find products to promote. 

They generate the links and banners ads for you and all you have to do is place it 

on your blog. 

 

Sell Your Own Products 

 The best way to make money from a blog is to create your own product. 

You can create an eBook or information product and sell it right on your blog. 

You could also create t-shirts, stickers, or anything else you can think of. The 

possibilities are endless.  
 

http://www.blogtrepreneur.com
http://www.cj.com
http://tinyurl.com/ar8gcp
http://tinyurl.com/bquvam
http://tinyurl.com/cpzwbw


©2009 http://www.blogtrepreneur.com 38 

Conclusion 
 
  

 Well, congratulations—you officially made it through our e-book! We hope 

that you found our e-book useful and entertaining. You now have a good idea of 

what myths are out there concerning making money blogging. You should also 

have some good ideas of what you need to do to become successful. Donʼt 

forget to focus on the secrets we included in this book, because they will surely 

help you avoid the mistakes we have made. 

 We created this e-book as a free reference for the readers of 

Blogtrepreneur and we are glad that you are one of them. We hope to see you 

come back and read our posts, as they will help you to achieve your online 

moneymaking goals. Thanks again for downloading our e-book and reading it! 

We really appreciate it. 

 

Useful Links 

• Subscribe To Blogtrepreneur 
• Visit Blogtrepreneur Now 
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